Transformations in the Making:
Reimagining Education for Ecological
and Social Transition (2024-2027)

A joint project to drive meaningful change

Education is a powerful lever of change to address the socio-ecological crisis and to
transition towards a society grounded on social justice and the respect of planetary
boundaries. Yet, nearly 50% of school curricula worldwide still do not refer to climate
change (UNESCO, 2021). In Québec, a vast majority of people consider that the current
education system is not doing enough to educate students on socio-ecological issues,
and that beyond individual green gestures, systemic changes are needed to meet the
challenge of the socio-ecological transition (LST, 2022).

How can higher education address the root causes (economic,
socio-cultural, political) of the socio-ecological crisis? What does a just
transition look like for student communities? And what tools do they need
to become agents of this transition, both in their lives and careers?

Bringing together teachers and students, Transformations in the Making aims to build a
higher education system that contributes to the socio-ecological transition in a fair,
lasting, and systemic way. Initiated by Travailleuses et Travailleurs pour la Justice
Climatique (TJC) and coordinated with the Fédération nationale des enseignantes et
des enseignants du Quebec (FNEEQ-CSN), this project is being carried out in
partnership with teacher unions and graduate student associations, as well as a network
of researchers and organizations specializing in environmental education. In dialogue
with the unions and non-profit organizations active in primary and secondary education,
Transformations in the Making contributes to a broader reflection on the changes that
must take place within the education system in a rapidly shifting world.



https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000379591
https://lsf-lst.ca/fr/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Perspectives-des-Canadians-sur-les-changements-climatiques-et-leducation_s.pdf
https://justiceclimatique.org/en/
https://justiceclimatique.org/en/
https://fneeq.qc.ca/en/
https://fneeq.qc.ca/en/

The project is informed by a phase of consultation:

e Participatory workshops and a consultation survey for college/university students
and faculty will run through October 2025, with the aim of identifying these populations’
specific needs and priority issues to be addressed at the Summit;

e The Summit on Education for Ecological and Social Transition (Etats généraux de
I'enseignement pour la transition écologique et sociale) will be held from January 7 to 10,
2026, bringing together around 200 delegates to discuss changes needed in higher
education, formulate recommendations, define a mobilization strategy, and co-develop
educational tools to drive socio-ecological transition.

Following the Summit, the project will move forward with implementation:

e Political resources will help ensure that those recommendations developed during the
summit can be implemented: these include public policy proposals, strategic
coordination tables, as well as union and association resolutions;

e Pedagogical resources will help educators adapt their courses to socio-ecological
transition: these include communities of practice, professional development
opportunities, and group training.
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